Week 9 Assignment: Current Astronomy News
Assignment Overview & Deliverables
The deliverable for this assignment is to write a one-page summary of the major findings and concepts presented in a current astronomy news article of your choice. The article must come from a legitimate and credible source (refer to the "What You Need to Know" section for a list of approved astronomy news publications). Please note that Wikipedia is not a valid resource for this assignment.
Assignment Instructions
To successfully complete your summary, execute the following steps:
1. Review Course Topics: Reflect on all topics discussed throughout this course to help frame your selection.
2. Select an Article: Choose an astronomy topic you find most interesting, review current articles from credible news resources, and select one to focus on. You may utilize the General Education Information Research Skills Library Guide for assistance during your research.
3. Provide the URL: Clearly include the exact website URL for your chosen news article.
4. Summarize Major Findings: Outline the core concepts and findings presented in the article.
5. Paraphrase Content: Translate the article's details into your own words instead of directly copying text.
6. Provide Scientific Analysis: Add your own deeper analysis regarding the science discussed in the writing.
7. Connect to Coursework: Include a brief summary linking the article directly to a specific topic covered in this course.
8. Predict Future Outcomes: Forecast the future findings of this research and outline the wider implications of its discoveries.
Additional Formatting & Writing Requirements
· Written Communication: Text must be clear and free of grammatical errors that detract from the overall message.
· APA Style and Formatting: While strict APA layout is not fully mandated for this course, it is highly encouraged to practice citing your sources using current APA guidelines. Review the Evidence and APA section of the Writing Center for baseline guidance.
· Length: Exactly one typed page.
· Line Spacing: Double-spaced.
· Font and Size: Times New Roman, 12 point.
· Rubric Alignment: Cross-reference your draft with the scoring guide below to ensure all criteria are thoroughly met.
Competencies Measured
By successfully completing this assignment, you will demonstrate proficiency in the following course competencies:
· Competency 4: Explore the concepts of cosmology.
· Provide an additional analysis on the science in the summary.
· Predict the future findings of the research and the implications of its discoveries.
· Competency 5: Analyze scientific concepts of astrobiology.
· Identify and select an astronomy news topic and include the website link to a selected article.
· Paraphrase the content of the chosen article using one's own words.
· Competency 6: Integrate into text appropriate use of sources and evidence.
· Address assignment purpose in a well-organized text, incorporating appropriate evidence and tone in grammatically sound sentences.

Assignment Scoring Rubric
	Criteria
	Performance Ratings
	Points
 

	Topic Selection & URL Link

Identify and select an astronomy news topic and include the website link.
	· DISTINGUISHED (34 to >28.9 pts): Selects an astronomy news topic, includes the website link, and provides a proper APA citation.
· PROFICIENT (28.9 to >23.8 pts): Selects an astronomy news topic and includes the website link to the selected article.
· BASIC (23.8 to >0 pts): Selects an astronomy news topic, but fails to include the website link.
· NON_PERFORMANCE (0 pts): Does not select an astronomy news topic.
	Maximum:
34 pts

	Content Paraphrasing

Paraphrase the content of the chosen article using one's own words.
	· DISTINGUISHED (34 to >28.9 pts): Paraphrases the content of the chosen article perfectly in one's own words and provides comprehensive supporting information.
· PROFICIENT (28.9 to >23.8 pts): Paraphrases the content of the chosen article using one's own words.
· BASIC (23.8 to >0 pts): Partially paraphrases some of the content of the chosen article.
· NON_PERFORMANCE (0 pts): Does not paraphrase the content of the article.
	Maximum:
34 pts

	Scientific Analysis

Provide an additional analysis on the science in the summary.
	· DISTINGUISHED (34 to >28.9 pts): Provides a deep, additional analysis on the science in the summary along with robust supporting information.
· PROFICIENT (28.9 to >23.8 pts): Provides an additional analysis on the science within your writing.
· BASIC (23.8 to >0 pts): Provides an additional analysis on the science, but the breakdown is incomplete.
· NON_PERFORMANCE (0 pts): Does not provide any additional analysis on the science.
	Maximum:
34 pts

	Future Predictions & Implications

Predict the future findings of the research and the implications of its discoveries.
	· DISTINGUISHED (34 to >28.9 pts): Predicts future research findings and wider implications of its discoveries while introducing additional supporting evidence.
· PROFICIENT (28.9 to >23.8 pts): Predicts the future findings of the research and the implications of its discoveries.
· BASIC (23.8 to >0 pts): Predicts future findings and implications, but the forecast is incomplete or vague.
· NON_PERFORMANCE (0 pts): Does not predict future findings or implications.
	Maximum:
34 pts

	Structure, Evidence, & Tone

Address purpose in a well-organized text with appropriate evidence, tone, and grammar.
	· DISTINGUISHED (34 to >28.9 pts): Presents a sharply focused purpose through strong organizational skills. Integrates evidence seamlessly via strong paraphrasing/summarizing with an expert tone and flawless sentence structure.
· PROFICIENT (28.9 to >23.8 pts): Addresses the assignment purpose in a well-organized text, incorporating appropriate evidence and tone in grammatically sound sentences.
· BASIC (23.8 to >0 pts): Addresses the assignment purpose but shows minimal issues related to evidence, tone, and sentence structure.
· NON_PERFORMANCE (0 pts): Does not respond to the prompt, fails to organize text, uses inappropriate tone, or lacks structurally sound sentences.
	Maximum:
34 pts



